MOTHS AND COLEOPTERA

Euproctis sp.

Bryophilopsis tarachoides (Mab.).
Arcyophora longivalvis (Guen.).
Achaea catella (Guen.).
Pandesma anysa (Guen.).
Anumeta cestis (Men6t.).
Anumeta hilgerti (Rothsch.).
Somatina virginalis (Prout).
Cossus cheesmani (Tarns).
Bombycopsis hyatti (Tarns).
Zygaena simonyi (Rebel).
Ommatopteryx ocellea (Haw.).
Bmdina admixtalis (Walker).

Like the butterflies, the Moths are more closely allied to the
African than to the Oriental fauna.

/. COLEOPTERA (Beetles). By K. G. Blair, B.SC.

The beetles collected by Mr. Bertram Thomas amounted to
fifty-three specimens distributed among twenty-five species, as
under. Of these rather more than half are to be assigned to the
dominant family in a desert fauna, the Tenebrionidae. These are
generally bulky insects of a uniform black colour, and though
some of them bury themselves in the sand by day or hide away
under stones and clods of earth, yet many run actively in the
hottest sunshine.1 In a few cases the black body-colour is con-
cealed, sometimes by a white exudation that covers the whole
surface, sometimes, as in the Leucolaephus of this collection, by
a dense covering of closely lying white hairs. In a few instances
these desert-dwelling beetles are of a reddish - yellow colour
approximating to that of the sand on which they dwell, but these
are nocturnal in habit and very difficult to detect, looking like
shadows moving over the sand.

The collection as a whole is eminently characteristic of the
palaearctic deserts, some of the species ranging right across
North Africa to Northern India and Central Asia, but their

1 Buxton, P. A., Animal Life in Deserts^ 1929.
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